










T
wo days after Bishop Crispian
turned 75 - the retirement age
for bishops - St John’s Cathedral
was packed for a special Mass to
celebrate not only his birthday,

but also the near quarter-century he has
led our diocese.  

In a written preface to the Order of
Service, the Bishop said the previous 23
years had been the best of his life.  And
he quoted St Paul:  ‘I have fought the
good fight...I have run the race…I have
kept the faith.’

Bishop Crispian looked thinner after his
recent operation, but he stood as tall and
commanding as ever, and his voice was as
strong, as he welcomed the congre-
gation.  He said it was a ‘huge joy’ to give
thanks for all that God had achieved
working in our hearts and our lives.  

As the last note of the Gloria echoed
down the aisles, a single child’s voice
shouted ‘Yay!’, which seemed to sum up
the spirit of the celebration.

During his homily, the Cathedral’s most
senior Canon, Monsignor Nicholas
France, paid tribute to Bishop Crispian’s
achievements.  He highlighted the strong
relationships he had built with the
people of his Diocese; his new initiatives
in training for both clergy and lay
people; and his outreach to the global
church through his support for CAFOD
and his strong links with the Bamenda
Diocese in Cameroon.

‘The Bishop’s form of leadership has not
been top-down.  He has prepared people
to discover the way ahead for themselves,’
said Mgr France.  He pointed out that Go

out and Bear Fruit, the vision document
for the future of the Diocese had come
together only after very wide consul-
tation, which culminated in the big
conference at Reading University in 2005.

Canon Nicholas did not shy away from
the fact that there had been
disappointments, including the loss of
LSU College in Southampton, the decline
in regular Mass attendance and, in
particular, problems with the clergy.

‘A bishop’s gold mitre can become a
crown of thorns when a priest refuses to
participate in diocesan life and meetings.
For Bishop Crispian I am sure, the most
painful issue has been the criminal
conviction of some of his priests for child
abuse, real or virtual, while his heart has
gone out with profound sincerity to the
victims who have suffered from the
betrayal of their trust in their onetime
pastors.’

Canon Nicholas ended on a more
personal note.  ‘I believe that beneath
Bishop Crispian's cool and detached
manner a natural trepidation (about his
role as a Bishop) has remained.  Yet in his
trust in the Lord, fortified daily in his
hour of silent prayer each early morning,
he has been given the courage to do
whatever has been required of him. His
prayerful example, seeking the face of
Christ, will be one of his abiding gifts to
the people of this diocese.’

During the Offertory Procession symbols
of the Bishop’s achievements were
brought up to the altar.  They included a
copy of Go out and Bear Fruit, a giant
cheque for £13 million - a tribute to the
successful Living Our Faith fundraising
campaign - and a stole presented by two
of the men now studying for the
priesthood.  

‘Prayerful Example’

Thank you, Father
Farewell and God Bless

Colin Parkes Reports On A 
Specially Moving Mass

SPECIALLY MOVING MASS
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Two children from Catholic Schools
brought examples of their work, and the
Bishop smiled broadly as another boy
handed him a Pompey football shirt, to
symbolise his strong civic links with
Portsmouth. 

There was a carved plaque from Bamenda
and a framed example of calligraphy
from the Diocesan Pastoral Council.  The
bread and wine were brought up by three
members of staff from Bishop’s House.

To prolonged applause, Mary Dunn, a
member of the Diocesan Pastoral Council
from the New Forest, presented the
Bishop with a cheque, the result of a
collection taken up across the Diocese.  

‘We have many reasons to remember you
with gratitude,’ she said, praising his role
as spiritual pastor and guide and in
particular his ‘visionary leadership’ in
promoting collaborative ministry.

Finally came the chance for the Bishop
himself to reflect on his time among us.
‘When I arrived I felt we needed to be
pulled together in a stronger sense of
communion and community under the
guidance of God.  

‘I believe a certain amount has been
achieved, and that I will be handing on a
diocese in good heart, financially sound
and structurally coming to terms with
the needs of the 21st century.  

‘If my successor receives half the love I
have received from you, he will be a rich
man indeed.  It has been a great time for
me.  Thank you from the depth of my
heart for all the goodness you have given
me.’

The applause was long and loud,
and carried with it the prayers
and the gratitude of his people.
Perhaps he will remember the
sound as he heads - in the
words of Canon Nicholas - ‘to
his retirement cottage in that
Somerset village which was
once his childhood home.’

SPECIALLY MOVING MASS

‘Pompey Shirt’
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PROFILE LIVE ISSUES

PRIEST'S PROFILE

The earliest feminists in the UK and in the USA were strongly opposed to
abortion. They saw it clearly as a desperate woman's response to a man's
selfishness. This is frequently, though not of course always, what it still is today. 

Although strident pro-abortionists talk about a 'woman's right to choose',  women
in difficult circumstances often say sadly 'What choice have I got?'    Or even more
tragically  after a deeply regretted  abortion, 'What choice did I have?'.

People are often surprised to find that it is to the Catholic Church that we owe the
modern idea that women are entitled to control their own lives and make their own
decisions*. Slowly, and with plenty of bad patches, but steadily,  the Church spread
the idea of the equality of women. She is by far the largest provider of education
and support for girls and women in the Third World .

In the USA there are flourishing groups of pro-life feminists. If a local feminist group
here wants to join a national society, it is likely to find that its members must sign
up to being pro-abortion, or as they call it, pro-choice.

Every year brings more evidence of the harm abortion does to women.  Surely the
time is ripe for a pro-life feminist movement here?

* For this and other things we owe to the Church, see the CTS booklet Lumen, which
among many other good things has an illustration of a 14th century woman teaching
geometry to monks.

Live Issues:
Pro-life

Feminism

Dominica Roberts
recalls the Church's
pro-women stance
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Dominica Roberts is a parishioner of St Joseph and St Margaret Clitherow in Bracknell, and active in several pro-life groups.

Once upon a time, a beautiful ‘princess’
from Germany travelled to Guernsey

where she met a handsome ‘prince’.  They
fell in love and lived happily ever after ...  

‘Well, I suppose that’s about the long
and the short of it.  We all like fairy
stories with their happy endings,’
admitted Mgr Vincent Harvey. ‘To cut
a long story short, that all happened
before the war.  Mum had come over
to learn English’.

The 4th of 6 children – ‘one younger
brother, two older brothers, one younger

sister and one older sister’ – Vincent was born,
raised and educated in the Channel Islands. ‘But I never
really got my tongue round German.  Pity!  I should have
tried harder.  Never really got beyond Pidgin Deutsch.  I
was much better at snorkeling and scuba diving.’

Come his mid-twenties, Vincent, having been
apprenticed and trained (City & Guilds) in electronics,
eventually working for Tektronics, approached Bishop
Worlock with a view to studying for the priesthood.
There then followed the years of preparation during
which he met such contemporaries as David
Hopgood (Currently Canon at the Cathedral), Declan

Lang (‘Well, we all know what
happened to him!’) and Peter
Doyle (‘Another one who left
the diocese!’). Ordained 19
March 1979 at St Joseph’s
(Guernsey), after Jesuit
tutoring at Campion House
(Osterley) and study at Allen
Hall, Vincent took up post at
the Cathedral, ‘once again
bumping in to the then Fr
Lang and Fr Peter’.

Having been heavily engaged in Bournemouth (1985-90)
with vocational work, Vincent then moved to Newbury,
where he remained until 1996, and from there to
Basingstoke. ‘It was during my 13 years at Basingstoke
that I had the honour and privilege to see a new Church
built before my very eyes, literally from the ground up’
(See PP Feb/Mar 2009).  

In February 2010, the now Mgr Vincent Harvey took up his
current post in Southampton City Centre Parish as Pastoral
Area Co-ordinator, as one of the diocese’s three Vicar
Generals and, in association with Fr John Cooke, for
oversight of the diocesan Lourdes pilgrimage.

‘Well, it’s just one fairy story after another!’

Mgr Vincent Harvey



The joy of Christmas was somewhat reduced
by news of Christians in difficulty in different
parts of the world. Catholic churches in
Nigeria were attacked. Access to Holy Places
on the West Bank in Palestine was restricted.
Christians in Iraq had to restrict their
Christmas services.

More generally Christians in China are under
greater pressure from the government. While
the Arab Spring seemed like a time of
liberation for many the rise of Islamist parties
has made life difficult for Christians, Egyptian
Copts in particular.

The European financial crisis goes on. It is
doubtful that the countries in the worst
position, Greece and Italy, will be able to
reorganise their internal systems to comply
with the restrictions being forced on them.
Other countries in a bad position - Ireland
and Spain in particular - are probably better
able to cope with what is forced on them.

The strains of the crisis are having serious
effects on wealthier countries’ willingness to
assist others. National politicians are naturally
wary of possible reactions from their voters.

Some people are falling into the trap of
thinking ‘northern Europeans honest and
efficient, southern the reverse’ which is a
gross simplification. Greece and Italy do fail in
areas such as raising taxes; Bulgaria and
Romania have yet to show that they are free
from corruption.

A side effect of the crisis has been concen-
tration of power in the hands of stronger
northern European governments. Some
governments of smaller countries are
resenting  this trend. Until now there has
been an assumption that when unanimity is
needed for urgent EU action it will be
forthcoming. The drift towards intergovern-
mental decision-making by a few goes

against early hopes that issues needing EU-
wide decision making could be decided by the
méthode communautaire of shared
legislation by the EU institutions with
democratic supervision through the European
Parliament.

While attention has rightly been paid to the
Mediterranean region over last year the
relationship with European countries beyond
the Eastern boundaries of the EU has often
been overlooked. Belarus is the most
outrageous dictatorship. Court decisions in
Ukraine have brought into question the
independence of that country’s judiciary.
Standards need to be raised in the countries
of the Caucasus. Their past desire for good
relations with the USA has waned in parallel
for Europe’s lessening enthusiasm for good
relations with them.

Turkey may fail to satisfy those who try to
judge if it is fit to be an EU member but good
relations with it may assist in dealings with
Iran, Syria and even Israel as well as the
Caucasus region.

Writing about these matters leads me to think
how fortunate we are in our free society. We
have a variety of religious faiths which
sometimes amazes visitors from countries
where there is one dominant religion.
Confusion can arise: a French Catholic told
that while attending a language school in
Bournemouth she found a Sunday Mass and
thought all was in order until at the end the
congregation was invited to pray for ‘our
bishop and his wife’. I must interrogate my
vicar.

Lawrence Fullick, a parishioner in
Bournemouth, is treasurer of the
Wyndham Place Charlemagne Trust, a
charity which promotes discussion of
international issues among people of
all faiths or none.
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BROADER VIEW

‘The relationship with
European countries beyond the
Eastern boundaries of the EU
has often been overlooked’

Lawrence Fullick looks at the wider world

A Broader View
Fascinating Facts
and Figures

Alternative names for the snowdrop
include Candlemas Bells
(Candelmas is 2 February).

(Days since birth of Christ) x
(US$1.1m) = Cost to USA of Iraq
conflict.

Every 20 seconds a child dies from
diseases caused by poor water
sanitation. 1.7 million deaths each
year – more than from all forms of
violence including war – are attrib-
utable to the same cause. 

The meaning of the word gamal in
Aramaic, the language spoken by
Christ, can vary according to
context between ‘camel’,
‘hawser/thick rope’ and even ‘beam’.
So the verses Mark19:24 and Luke
18:25 could well refer to threading
the eye of a needle with rope, or
even a beam, rather than with a
camel. Traduttori, traditori!

Dickens – as in ‘What the Dickens!’
– is a euphemism for ‘Devil’, dating
back at least to Shakespearean
times.

The number of Catholics in the
Norwegian Diocese of Oslo has
doubled over the last year from
50,000 to 100,000.  Much of the
increase is attributable to migrants.
The diocese is reorganising its
ministry pattern to ensure that
everyone is within 50 km of a Mass.

Children who grow up without a
daily routine of set bedtimes and
mealtimes do worse at school,
research for the Prince’s Trust
concludes.

The Passion Flower
is so called because
there are spiky
structures sticking
out from the centre

of the flower, symbolic of the crown
of thorns. There are ten petals, for
the ten faithful apostles. There are
three stigmata symbolising the
three nails and five anthers
representing the five wounds. 
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Just for Juniors

JFJ

WORDSEARCH >
Becky’s hidden twelve references to
Easter. Reading horizontally,
vertically or diagonally in any one
of the 8 directions, see if you can
you find them all?  You’ll find the
answers on page 21. 

G Y P T R W E G G X V

E A A N W Y H R D Y X

T D L E E H N O X R P

A I M L G C N N E C F

L R S N C K N T U M R

O F U Q E H S A Y B Y

C D N Y M A I K N B K

O O D B E K Y C R E L

H O A L M N Q K K G P

C G Y T I R A H C E K

C R U C I F I X I O N

 

‘A friend is a gift you give yourself’
Robert Louis Stevenson

‘The answer's three. Just because one frog
decides to jump doesn't mean he does.’

Portsmouth People is looking for more junior
correspondents.  If you have a joke, story, prayer,
photograph, report or comment to add to the JfJ
page or anywhere else in PP, then great!  Just ask an
adult member of your family or your teacher (with
parental consent) to send it to the Editor stating
your name, age and parish.

Tony’s Teaser:

‘Three boy frogs were sitting
on a log floating in the
middle of a lake. One of
them decides he'll jump off
the log into the water. How
many frogs does that leave
on the log?’

Turn this page upside down for Tony’s answer.

Sam’s Lenten
language
challenge:
‘The Spanish words for
'Lent' and 'Easter' are
Cuaresma and Pascua. See
if you can find how to say
'Lent' and 'Easter' in other
languages, perhaps in
French, German, Italian .…

Vicky has a few
words of good
advice:
'Make sure, especially when the
days are so short, that you can
hear, see and be seen when you
are out and about, especially when
you're crossing the road or riding
your bike'.

Why's the number 3 so important to us Christians? 
There are other important numbers too, like 1, 4, 10 and 12. 
Do you know why?



CROSSWORD
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WOW!
Words of Wisdom for those 

keen and ardent ‘wordsters’ among PP‘s readers.

Turn to page 21 for the solutions
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ACROSS
2 Problem, difficulty, hardship
4 Resounding mistake?
6 Lenten gifts
7 Cake for Mothering Sunday
10 Superfluous, useless
14 Laughing after an operation? 

(2.8)
16 Three days before Easter 

Sunday
18 Pardoned for one's sins
20 Where Jesus spent 40 days
24 Come Easter, many of these in 

chocolate change hands
26 Terribly small but put another 

way contributes to the passage 
of time

27 24-hour period named after 
the moon

29 Chance in percentage terms of 
a UK marriage lasting

30 Period of abstinence
31 Fruits of the vine
32 Rhymes with laughter, but 

doesn't bring the roof down
33 Found in the bullrushes
34 Ring finger
35 No problem when the sailing's 

like this

DOWN
1 Healthy place to find water and 

wish?
2 Many, but only taken one at

a time
3 An endearing term for a rabbit
5 Welsh piece but presumably 

not that common
7 Latin greeting
8 Needs a key or a pair of feet if 

you come dancing
9 Pertaining to Easter
11 Latin for 'egg'
12 French expression of gratitude
13 Writing instrument of old
15 168 hours is one
17 Location shared by a priest and 

Inspector Morse
19 Change toilets for a poet
21 Final demand?
22 Confession and entitlement to 

spectate, attend or partake
23 Change one vowel to move 

from paper to static
24 Traditional epoch for brides
25 Lenten lily
28 Language which gives us the 

word 'chocolate'
31 Always greener on the 

other side?
33 Female title, married or not

FRIENDS OR RELATIVES OVERSEAS?
Or anywhere else for that matter!  They needn’t be missing
out on Portsmouth People.  To receive PP by email free, gratis
and for nothing all that needs to be done is register online
www.PortsmouthPeople.org.uk 

NEW BBC HOMEPAGE
To view BBC’s recently launched new homepage visit
www.bbc.co.uk

PC MONITORING
Want to play the sleuth?  Learn what searches others have
conducted on your computer, what’s been opened, what’s
been downloaded etc. with the free software from
www.osforensics.com

BT & BSL
Deaf BT customers with a computer and webcam can now
communicate with their service provider using British Sign
Language (BSL) and Sign Video technology. Details:
www.bt.com/bsl

MICROSOFT SECURITY ESSENTIALS
Use Microsoft Security Essentials to guard against viruses,
spyware, and other evil software. Real-time protection for
your home or small business PCs:
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-GB/
windows/products/security-essentials

GOOD TO KNOW
Google and the Citizens Advice Bureau have joined forces to
offer valuable, easy-to-follow advice across a range of
online data security and protection topics:
www.google.co.uk/goodtoknow

UPDATE ADOBE READER
To add protection to your computer: www.adobe.com

WANT TO RECORD WHERE YOU’VE COME
FROM?
Choose from two free family tree-planning software
programs downloadable from www.familtreelegends.com
and www.rootsmagic.com 

RATE A SCHOOL’S PERFORMANCE
There’s a new Ofsted site designed to help rate UK schools:
http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

ONLINE SHOPPING:  PROTECT YOURSELF
1. Don't Use a Public Computer; 2. Do Not Store Your
Personal Information on the shopping site; 3. Find and Use
Filters.

Contributions to this column warmly invited. Ed.

This is IT!
PP looks at soft and hardware
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NEWS ...

QUID PRO QUID: Not only is 2012 CAFOD’s official 50th
anniversary since establishment by the Bishops of England and
Wales, but the UK government are matching any Lenten
donations parishioners make pound for pound (See pp22/23)

THEY READ IT HERE, THEY READ IT THERE … PP
can even be found on a foggy day in Rio town, or rather at the
foot of Cristo Redentor (Corcovado).  This photograph, taken by
Louise Birley, shows husband Stuart with PP during the
couple’s recent trip to Brazil.

VOLUNTARY MISSIONARY MOVEMENT: On 1
September a new venture was launched on the site of St
Joseph’s (Ashurst): Geo House.  On the edge of the New Forest,
Geo House is managed by the lay missionary charity VMM with
the support of the Montfort Missionaries who have had a
community there for many years.  The 10-bedroom house is set
in almost 4 acres and is available for personal and group

retreats, away-days or other
meetings.  The House is also being
promoted nationally as a centre
for cross-cultural missionary
training.  See our previous issue of
PP (11-6) for a full report. Further
details: www.geohouse,org.uk 

GAELIC FOOTBALL COMES TO RBH: The high number
of Irish nurses at the Royal Berkshire Hospital (RBH) in Reading
has prompted the creation of a successful ladies Gaelic football
side. St Anthony's Gaelic football team draws its players from
some 150 Irish nurses on the hospital staff.

RETURN TO SENDER?/CHASING THE PINK
POUND?/EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES: Cancer does not
discriminate between gender, ages, ethnicity, colour, sexuality,
religious persuasion ...  The Editor wrote to Tesco welcoming an
open comment as to why the supermarket’s 10-year sponsorship
of Cancer Research has been brought to an end in favour of a
new sponsorship initiative in support solely of London’s gay
pride parade (The gay community accounts for approximately
1% of the nation’s population). Tesco have yet to reply.

PORTSMOUTH PEOPLE
PP is available free of charge across the Catholic Diocese
of Portsmouth.  Contributions to help offset printing costs
are warmly welcomed and should be donated to your
parish or addressed to The Editor (See page 28 for address)
made payable to our diocese’s PRCDTR General Fund.
Alternatively, please drop £2 into your parish funds by way
of a voluntary annual subscription for the year (6 issues).
TWO QUID – 2 MUCH TO ASK?

WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN PP? Competitive rates,
concessions, 15,000 print run, targeted and free distribution
(hard copy) across the whole diocese and archived online.
For further details: Editor@PortsmouthPeople.org.uk 

PP WELCOMES CONTRIBUTIONS for its many
elements incl. Letters, News, Calendar,
Profiles, Behind The Scenes, Faith In Action,
Hints & Wrinkles, Teens & 20s, Just for Juniors,
Just a Click Away, Church in Focus etc.  If

intending to submit short or full text  - i.e. 300 or 600 w.
- you are advised to contact the Editor beforehand to
ensure appropriateness of length, format, content ... not to
mention room.  Guidelines available on request. PP has no
budget to commission or otherwise pay for contributions
which can only be accepted in standard electronic format
(See terms etc. on page 28).

PP WELCOMES QUALITY
SHOTS (300 dsi and above) to
complement submissions and for its
regular feature: Church In Focus.
Guidelines available on request.

ALL PASTORAL AREAS are asked to nominate a
contact person to liaise with PP ref: two-way throughput
of information. Please forward names and email addresses
to: Editor@PortsmouthPeople.org.uk

As a sequel to Publish and be … held at Alton in 2010 for
parish and pastoral area communications personnel,
editors of parish newsletters and schools press releases etc.
and for those interested in submitting copy to Portsmouth
People, a further free session is being planned for Thursday
14 June 2011 (mid-morning to mid-afternoon) at St John’s
Cathedral.  Expressions of interest from potential course
delegates should be addressed asap to the Editor 
e: Editor@PortsmouthPeople.org.uk

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
– 14 JUNE 2011

PP DISTRIBUTION POINTS are
asked always to make allocated supplies
of PP readily available and visible.
Churches are asked to distribute the
magazine as proactively as possible
after Mass.

�



SPAB’S JOHN BETJEMAN AWARD - celebrating
excellence in the repair of
working places of worship in
England and Wales. Entries are
invited (Closing date: 2 March
2012)  for SPAB’s (The Society
for the Protection of Ancient
Buildings) prestigious John
Betjeman Award for
outstanding repairs to the
fabric of buildings in use as
places of worship in England
and Wales.  The award, offered
by Britain’s oldest heritage
charity, is designed to celebrate
excellence and reward the
highest level of conservation
craftsmanship. Projects
completed in the last 18

months are eligible for consideration. Entry forms available on
application to SPAB, 37 Spital Square, London, E1 6DY (t: 0207
377 1644) and should normally be signed by the Incumbent or
Churchwardens in respect of Anglican Buildings, by the Bishop
or Priest in respect of Catholic buildings, or by the pastor or
Elders in respect of non-conformist buildings.  Visit the
education section of the SPAB website www.spab.org.uk for
full details and conditions of entry. 

ENGLISH TESTS FOR IMMIGRANT SPOUSES
FAIR: The High Court has dismissed a challenge to laws
introduced in November 2011 that require immigrant spouses
to be able to speak English in order to live in the UK. Mr Justice
Beatson ruled the new language test was not a dispropor-
tionate interference with the couples' right to family life. The
Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants said the ruling

would affect many UK citizens. But Immigration Minister
Damian Green said: ‘We believe it is entirely reasonable that
someone intending to live in the UK should understand
English, so that they can integrate and participate fully in our
society’. 

NEWS IN BRIEF (STOP PRESS)

• Online supplements for this issue include: 
the updated Index of Contents of PP since appearing in 
magazineformat; invitation from Bishop Kieran Conry ref: 
reaching out to non-churchgoing Catholics 
(See announcement p13)

• Mr Chris Bain, Director of CAFOD has written thanking the 
parishes of the diocese for their generosity to the work of 
CAFOD over the Year 2010/11: £247,958 

• Link for Bishops’ Conference new Catholic faith enquiry 
website: .www.catholicfaith.org.uk
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AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

TITANIC – 100th ANNIVERSARY: 4 days after
leaving Southampton on 14 April 1912, the luxury liner
RMS Titanic hit an iceberg at 23:40 and sank two hours
and 40 minutes later with the loss of 1,517 lives. The
wreck still rests on the seabed where it sank, 375 miles
south east of Halifax in Nova Scotia, Canada.

The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) was
founded by William Morris 125 years ago to care for and preserve
the UK’s architectural heritage. Since its foundation, SPAB has been
committed to maintenance matters, in line with William Morris’
exhortation to: ‘Stave off decay by daily care’.

G Y P T R W E G G X V

E A A N W Y H R D Y X

T D L E E H N O X R P

A I M L G C N N E C F

L R S N C K N T U M R

O F U Q E H S A Y B Y

C D N Y M A I K N B K

O O D B E K Y C R E L

H O A L M N Q K K G P

C G Y T I R A H C E K

C R U C I F I X I O N

WORDSEARCH:
Solutions to Becky’s WORDSEARCH
challenge on page 18

WOW! 
Solutions to our freeform crossword on page 19

Statue of SPAB member,
John Betjeman at St Pancras
Station.



£ FOR £

Match Funding
Awarded to
CAFOD in its
50th Year

2012marks the 50th anniversary
of the establishment of

CAFOD by the Bishops of England and
Wales.  Since its inception back in 1962,
the official aid agency of the Catholic
Church has brought hope and
compassion to poor communities
overseas and stood side by side with
them to end poverty and injustice.

2012 will therefore be a special year of
thanks to all CAFOD’s committed
supporters; to the Conference of Bishops
for its ongoing support;  CAFOD’s
partners overseas, and all those who
enable its vital work to happen.

Here in the Portsmouth Diocese, CAFOD
will be holding a series of events to
commemorate the anniversary including
its first ever CAFOD Portsmouth Golf Day
on 29 May at the Royal Winchester Golf
Club, a special 50th Anniversary Walk on
23 June in Maidenhead and a concert at
Douai Abbey in September.  

PEOPLE22



£ FOR £

23

Match Funding

The year will also start with a wonderful
opportunity which could enable the
agency to reach an additional 155,000
people across the world.  

Under the UK Aid Match initiative, the UK
government will match pound for pound
all parish and individual donations
towards CAFOD’s Lenten appeal, including
funds raised for Fast Day.  

This means that all donations to CAFOD’s
Lent Fast Day will be doubled at no extra
cost to parishioners. 

UK Aid Match is a scheme that allows the
UK public to have a say in how some of
the government’s existing international
aid budget is spent.  All donations made,
as a result of Lent fundraising activities
that happen from mid-February 2012 to
mid-May 2012 will qualify.  

Give it Up Lenten
Appeal

During Lent itself, CAFOD will be asking
parishes and schools across the diocese to
give up their favourite treats to help
provide clean water for people around the
world as part of its  ‘Give it Up’ Lenten
campaign.

School pupils and parishioners will be
invited to give up a treat, such as wine,
chocolate or a favourite magazine, and
donate the money to CAFOD instead.
Some pupils will be sponsored for giving
up Facebook, computer games or using
their mobile phone apps for the Lent
period, whilst others will hold sponsored
walks for water and taking part in other
water themed challenges. 

With nearly a billion people unable to
access clean water and 1.4 million
children dying each year as a result of
unclean water and unsafe sanitation,
CAFOD is raising money to provide
practical help to tackle water poverty –
such as digging wells and boreholes,
installing rainwater tanks and building
hygienic toilets – as well as campaigning
to address the root causes of the problem.

Marian, 39 from Zimbabwe has seen the
effects dirty water can have: ‘I suffered
from cholera – I remember the day it
struck me.  One moment I felt normal, the
next I felt like I was dying.  Drinking river
water also gave my children diarrhoea and
stomach pains. During August, when the
water level is very low, the riverbed was
full of dead animals and human waste. I
hated giving that water to my
children but what could I do?
When your children are thirsty
you have to give them water to
drink – if that water is dirty, or
smells foul, you just pray to God
for the best.’

Diocesan Manager, Lynda
Mussell said, ‘Lent is a time
when we stop and reflect on
our lives. Here, we take it for
granted that we have clean and
accessible water, and don’t
think about it until there is a
problem. But far too many
people have to spend every day
travelling miles and queuing
for hours to collect water, and
worrying that the next drink
they take will kill them or their
children.  Diseases caused by
dirty water claim more lives
every year than any war. It
doesn’t need to be this way.

‘During this special anniversary
year, we want to reach out to
thank all our supporters for all
their hard work across the years.
They have made a huge
difference to millions of people
across the world.  Together we
have more to do to tackle the
injustices that cause this situation and we
will continue with our work because as
Christians we believe we have been given
the task to change the world for the good
of all.’

For more information on CAFOD’s Lenten
appeal or any of the featured events,
please contact CAFOD Portsmouth 
on 012 5232 9385 or email
portsmouth@cafod.org.uk or visit the
blog cafodportsmouth.wordpress.com or
website www.cafod.org.uk

PORTSMOUTH PEOPLE
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Ever since their earliest publication,
controversy has surrounded the Harry Potter
books in religious circles, with many believing
that they promote un-Christian values and
might encourage children to explore and
even become involved with the occult.

One-time high-flying financial analyst in The City before
receiving her calling and becoming a Church of England
priest, Sonia Falaschi-Ray believes quite the opposite to be
true, and in Harry Potter: A Christian Chronicle she makes a
compelling case for the books as enshrining, upholding and
promoting Christian morality and spiritual truth.

The book, with its balanced and positive Christian slant on the
ever-popular teenage wizard, includes a comprehensive study
guide, which allows readers to delve deeper into the Christian

parallels and symbolism contained in Harry Potter, and by
doing so deepen their own knowledge of the Bible and
themselves.

For practising Christians and Harry Potter fans alike, this
absorbing little book guarantees to entertain and provoke
valuable debate.

The Reverend Sonia Falaschi-Ray is a priest in the Church of
England, ministering in and around Cambridge. She graduated
in Theology & Religious Studies from the University of
Cambridge and studied for the ministry at Ridley Hall
Anglican Theological Training College. She lives in Barkway,
Hertfordshire, with her husband John and their golden
retriever, Quintus.

Peter Hayward

Harry Potter – A Christian Chronicle
Sonia Falaschi-Ray, Book Guild Pub., paperback, 978-1-84624-681-4, £9.99

Most books on
Christianity and
evolution are
concerned to defend
the existence and
providence of God and
the unique status of
human creatures. Jack

Mahoney's new book, Christianity in
Evolution: An Exploration, published in
December 2011, is more positive and
goes much, much further, in exploring
the impact of evolution on traditional
Christian beliefs. It provides an
evolutionary explanation for God's
becoming human in the incarnation and
for the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus. It renders unnecessary the
traditional Christian doctrines of original
sin, the fall and the need for atonement.

And it has similar evolutionary
consequences for other doctrines,
including the sacraments, the Church,
and Christian moral behaviour. The book
is bound to arouse opposition, but, in
the words of one authority, Mahoney's
work ‘represents a new stage in the
encounter of theology with evolutionary
thinking’.  Jack Mahoney, a Jesuit moral
theologian, resolutely contends that
Christianity in Evolution explores
positively the impact which accepting
evolution has on Christian beliefs and
doctrines as a whole. 

Christianity in Evolution constructs a
Christian theology of evolution by
bringing together the experience of
evolutionary science and Christian belief
and seeking to develop a constructive

relationship between the two, both
finding a place in evolution for Christian
faith, and also exploring the impact of
evolution on Christian beliefs. This book
has implications for the Church, the
Eucharist, the priesthood, and our moral
behaviour; and offers a revolutionary
synthesis of science and religion.

Jack Mahoney is emeritus professor of
moral and social theology in the
University of London and a former
principal of Heythrop College, University
of London. He is the author of several
books, including The Making of Moral

Theology: A Study of the Roman Catholic
Tradition.

Peter Hayward

Christianity in Evolution: An Exploration 
Jack Mahoney, Georgetown U.P., ISBN 978-1-58901-769-6, 192 pages, paperback £18.75
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USA Connections

Just a click away…
We continue with our
compendium of worthy websites:

www.PortsmouthCatholicCathedral.org.uk/fairtrade.html 
- Fairtrade at St John’s

www.ChildrenWithCancer.org.uk 
- Support for children with cancer

www.JCrelations.net - Vatican documents on Catholic
- Jewish relations

www.CJrelations.net 
- International Council of Christians and Jews

www.iwm.org.uk 
- Imperial War Museum

www.Wominet.co.uk 
- Women’s Interfaith Network

www.InterFaith.org.uk
- UK’s Inter Faith Network

www.cts-online.org.uk
- Catholic Truth Society

(URLs are generally not case sensitive. Title/Upper casing is to improve

readability. Submissions for ‘JACA’ warmly invited. Ed.)

Country Profile (BBC):
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/
country_profiles/1217752.stm
(Note underscore between country and profiles)

Tourism and travel information:
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/usa 

Travel Guide: 
http://www.worldtravelguide.net/united-states-america 

Tourist Office: 
http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Topics/
Travel-Tourism/State-Tourism.shtml 

Travel advice: 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-
abroad/travel-advice-by-country/north-central-
america/united-states

Internet Radio Stations:
www.live-radio.net/

Further details:
http://1800-ustravel.com/ 
http://www.travelnotes.org/NorthAmerica/ 
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With this issue of
Portsmouth People
we offer a
‘community
communications
checklist’ for US
nationals and for
others in our diocese
with Internet access who are
interested in the United States of
America:

This is a delight of a book, beautifully
illustrated throughout.  The author, well-
known for her series of helpful books of hints
for personal prayer, takes the reader through
nine landscapes of prayer. We move from
garden to mountain; from seashore to forest;
from river to jungle; from desert to cave; and
end up gazing at the night sky. Each place is
backed up with a thoughtful passage of
scripture, and a superb selection of
p h o t o g r a p h s ,
guaranteed to hold the
mind and heart.  There

is a happy blend of the world of creation, and the inner
world of the reader, and if this little treasure doesn’t help
an individual to pray, nothing will! It is ideal as a gift to
treasure, or to receive. And it will bring colour into life at
any time of year.

© Denis Blackledge SJ

Landscapes of Prayer
Finding God in Your World and in Your Life
Margaret Silf, LionHudson, hardback, 95 pages, 2011, £9.95

Catholic novelists once had a very prominent voice in
English Literature, and when Graham Greene, Evelyn
Waugh and Muriel Spark were all publishing at the
same time there was great attention from critics and
reviewers.  This continued into the next generation
with David Lodge and Piers Paul Read.  Sadly now the
Catholic novel in this country has gone into decline.
Piers Paul Read produced a good, belated example
recently with The Misogynist (2011), but he is
something of a bastion of conservatism now.  So I was
very much struck by Francesca Kay’s The Translation
of the Bones, a fine Catholic novel by a prize-winning

novelist of Indian descent who lives in this country.  This beautifully written and
sensitive novel is the story of a supposed (by some) ‘miracle’ in a church in
Battersea.  As I read the first half I presumed it to be a fine example of the
traditional mode, celebrating a divine vindication of simple faith that the more
sophisticated are too blind to see.  The novel proves not to be a comfortable read
at all, however, in the end.  Without giving away the
story I can say that something very ironic and dark
occurs, which casts both naïve faith and also, ultimately,
disbelief into question.  The conclusion is very moving,
but leaves us with the hope that out of the depths of
darkness light can still come, and that this is perhaps the
most profound kind of miracle of all.   

©Tom Woodman

The Translation of the Bones 
Francesca Kay, Weidenfled and Nicolson, 
224 pages, hb, £12.99

(Similar 'Community Connections' compilations
are welcome for other nationalities. Ed.)



ope Benedict XV1 has announced
that he is to launch a Year of Faith
in October 2012, to mark the 50th

anniversary of the opening of the
2nd Vatican Council.  

From what we can deduce so far, the
aims for this Year of Faith will include:

(i) to re-educate Catholics in the 
authentic message of the 
Catholic Church through a 
corrected interpretation of the 
teachings of the Council

(ii) to challenge the hermeneutic of 
discontinuity and rupture 
emerging from incorrect
interpretations of the teachings 
of the Council and to establish a
correct hermeneutic of reform.

(iii) to challenge the view, held by 
some, that calls for married 
priests, expanded ministerial 
roles for women, acceptance of 
homosexuality, and sacraments 
for the divorced and re-married, 
represent examples of the 
unfulfilled vision of the Council.

Pope Benedict considers that these latter
issues, along with others, have created
unreasonable expectations within the
Church.  He argues that these
expectations have developed through an
incorrect representation of the

teachings of the Council, and that they
are leading to a dilution of the Catholic
faith and its teaching that the Church is
the one, true vehicle for salvation.  

As a theologian, Pope Benedict accepts
that there must always be dialogue
between faith and reason, leaving the
Church open to new possibilities.
However, he insists that any such
dialogue must accept a 'proper' interpre-
tation of the 2nd Vatican Council and
must always be pursued through
unquestioning loyalty to the Catholic
tradition of continuity.  

To counter what he sees as misrepresen-
tations of the Council's teachings, Pope
Benedict calls for:

(i) a radical evangelism

(ii) a 'back to basics' approach to 
the language of the shared 
liturgy (seen already in the 
imposition of the new 
translation of the English missal)

(iii) a return to the Catholic tradition 
of continuity.  

By promoting these concerns and
expressing these views so overtly
however, Pope Benedict is seen to be
reinforcing a conservative trend that is
becoming a characteristic of his
pontificate.

A significant body of Catholics, those
who have responded enthusiastically
over the last 40+ years to the spirit of
aggiornamento that underpinned the
2nd Vatican Council, may well reject this
conservative trend.  They resist the
spiritual timidity and clerical
retrenchment that it represents. 

They argue that, according to the
Gospels, Jesus brought His message
directly to people within their own
spiritual context, and preached it
regardless of many of the prevailing
religious restrictions.  His message
demanded change, not continuity;
change in behaviour and in the belief
that drove that behaviour.

For example, He invited people to feed
the poor, accept those who were
excluded, defend women, bless
children, proclaim the reign of the
Father and to denounce religion that
works against people's well-being.  By
doing this, Jesus challenged many of
the common perceptions of the time. 

The 2nd Vatican Council, it is
contended, stimulated a similar,
exciting process of change and growth.
With the overwhelming consent of the
Bishops of the world, the Council
created a liberating vision of conscious
and active participation in the Church's
mission.   What has been witnessed
since then seems to be an attempt to
ignore this concept of episcopal
collegiality, and to impose restrictions
on the empowering vision of the
Council.

As Pope Benedict's Year of Faith is
promulgated, there may well be further
debate of this nature.  It would be
surprising if there were not.  Critics of
the conservative trend will not want
the development of our religious
practices to become trapped in a search
for some kind of traditional purity.
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Open to Debate
Pope Benedict XVl and the
2nd Vatican Council

Peter Birks reflects on the Year of
Faith in the light of Vatican 2 

Peter was, until recently, Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council of St Thomas of Canterbury and St Saviour, Isle of Wight.  He
has worked extensively in the field of education.

P

OPEN TO DEBATE
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Catering for catholic tastes …
PP brings the world’s cuisine to your table

Mexican Ceviche 

Cut 1 lb of white fish into bite-sized pieces and

leave to soak in the juice of three limes or two
lemons, with a finely sliced or chopped red or yellow

onion, for at least three hours and preferably longer,

even overnight, to let the acid ‘cook’ the fish..  An hour

before serving, add 2 tablespoons of olive oil, two de-

seeded and chopped tomatoes, 2 finely chopped

green chillies, 1/2 teaspoon oregano, salt

and black pepper , 1 teaspoon of Worcester Sauce
(yes, honestly, it is authentic!) and 1 tablespoon of

tomato ketchup.   Add more of any of the

ingredients to taste. Sprinkle with chopped

coriander. Serve with a sliced ripe avocado and

tortilla chips or salad. 
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H&W

Hints & Wrinkles

Catechism

Catechism n. (1) A summary of the principles of Christian
religion in the form of questions and answers, used for the
instruction of Christians; (2) A series of fixed questions, answers,
or precepts used for instruction in other situations.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church is the
Church's teaching document. It is arranged

in four main parts:

1: The Profession of Faith (the Creed)
2: The Celebration of the Christian 

Mystery (the Sacred Liturgy, 
especially the Sacraments)

3: Life in Christ 
(including the Ten Commandments)

4: Christian Prayer 
(including The Lord's Prayer)

When presenting the Compendium of
the Catechism in 2005, Pope Benedict

XVI described it as being for:
‘every human being, who, in a

world of distractions desires to know the Way of Life, the Truth,
entrusted by God to His Son's Church’.

Vatican II

The Second Ecumenical Vatican Council was a universal meeting
of bishops in Rome that met for four consecutive autumns
between 1962-65. It defined the role of the Church and her
bishops and many pivotal documents were issued offering a
template for dialogue, openness and engagement with the
modern world.

Publications of the Catholic Church in England
and Wales

The Catholic Church has issued many teaching documents in
recent years including: The Common Good (Catholic Social
Teaching), Cherishing Life (on promoting life issues and human
dignity), The Dispossessed (concern for refugees and migrants),
The Call of Creation (on the environment), A Place of Redemption
(on prisons) and many more. Visit http://www.catholic-
ew.org.uk/Catholic-Church/Publications to visit the publications
section.

What does the Catholic Church teach?

St Peter
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LENTEN JOURNEY

LEARNING FROM ISRAEL’S FAITH JOURNEY

Fr Jeremy Corley focuses on our Lenten journey with five snapshots
from the past
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During Lent, we are invited to reflect on
Israel’s journey of faith throughout the
centuries before Christ. Five snapshots from
Israel’s history are presented in the Old
Testament readings for the first five Lenten
Sundays. Israel’s faith journey is not just a
matter of ancient history. Instead, it can
speak to us of our own spiritual development
as Christians, whether as individuals or as a
community.

On the First Sunday of Lent (26 February), we
will hear the tale of Noah’s flood. The chosen
passage tells of God’s covenant with Noah
after the flood waters have subsided. In the
story, God promises never again to send a
great flood upon the whole earth - life is
now restored after universal death. The
second reading from St Peter’s first letter says
that the water of Noah’s flood is a type or
symbol of the baptism that saves us now. If
we have sacramentally shared in Christ’s
death through baptism, we will share his new
risen life. Eternal death will have no power
over us, even when our earthly life is over.

We will hear the terrible account of the near-
sacrifice of Isaac on the Second Sunday of
Lent (4 March). God has finally granted
Abraham the promised gift of a son, Isaac.
Now, for a mysterious reason, God seems to
command Abraham to sacrifice his beloved
son. The complete narrative is full of drama,
with Abraham and Isaac climbing the
mountain together, and Abraham telling his
son that God will provide an animal for the
sacrifice. Only at the last minute does an
angel intervene to stop the sacrifice: ‘Now I
know that you fear God.’ The lesson for the
Israelites is that human sacrifice is
unnecessary - offering a ram is enough. For

Christians, the story has a deeper meaning.
Just as (at great cost) Abraham did not refuse
to offer his own son in obedience to the
divine command, so God himself did not
refuse to offer his own beloved Son to save
us. 

On the Third Sunday of Lent (11 March) we
will hear of God’s giving of the Ten
Commandments to the people of Israel.
Through Moses these commands are brought
to the Israelites gathered on Mount Sinai.
They form part of the covenant agreement
between God and the people. The Lord has
brought the Israelites out of the land of
Egypt where they were enslaved, and has
given them freedom. Now they are called to
show their gratitude to God by remaining
faithful to him. They are to live as free
people, showing respect and honour to one
another, and not harming anyone else. For
Christians also, love of God and love of
neighbour are central to our lives. Even
though we are free from the Jewish ritual
laws (sacrifices, circumcision, and dietary
rules), we are still called to follow the moral
law placed in our hearts by God.

God’s merciful redemption of the people of
Israel appears in the Old Testament reading
for the Fourth Sunday of Lent (18 March). In
587 BC disaster struck when the Babylonian
army destroyed Jerusalem and deported the
inhabitants to Mesopotamia (= today’s Iraq).
The Jews asked themselves why God had
allowed this to happen. The explanation
given by the prophets was that God was

punishing the people for turning away from
him. Yet respite this deportation, the people
of Israel did not just disappear from history.
In 539 BC a Persian king conquered Babylon
and allowed the exiled population to return
home. Against all odds, the Israelites were
able to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the
temple. For Christians, this incident speaks of
God’s continuing merciful forgiveness,
revealed to us most clearly in Christ. As
sinners, we still need God’s forgiveness.

On the Fifth Sunday of Lent (25 March), we
will hear Jeremiah’s wonderful prophecy of
the new covenant. Jeremiah lived through
the terrible events of the Babylonian siege
and conquest of Jerusalem, and wept
because the people had turned away from
God. Even though the Israelites had broken
the covenant made on Mount Sinai after the
exodus from Egypt, Jeremiah foresaw that a
new covenant would be made, restoring the
people’s bond with the Lord. God would
forgive the people’s sins and plant his law
deep within their hearts. Because this
promise was only partly fulfilled when the
Jews returned from exile in Babylon, the
expectation grew up that this promise would
be fulfilled in the final age. For Christians,
Jesus’ blood, shed on the cross, has sealed a
new and eternal covenant, bringing
forgiveness of sins. When we receive our Lord
sacramentally in Holy Communion, we are
reminded of our calling to live by the new
covenant.

These five snapshots from Israel’s faith
journey offer us food for thought and prayer
as we make our Lenten journey towards the
new life of Easter. May we grow spiritually as
we reflect on these events.

‘Jesus’ blood, shed on the cross, has
sealed a new and eternal covenant’



CHURCH IN FOCUS
With this issue we look at the 

Church of St Joseph

The next issue of
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will be distributed at the
end of March 2012
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