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Hints & Wrinkles

Starting school is one of the most important and exciting milestones in every child’s life.  September 2011 may seem a
long time away but parents and carers will need to make choices and complete forms in the autumn term this year.  The
Authority will publish booklets for parents explaining the process. 

In applying for a place, parents are reminded that they must:

• complete the Common Application Form which 
is issued by the Authority.

• complete the Supplementary Information Form 
when applying for a place in a Catholic school, if 
the school has one.  This information is needed if 
the application is to take account of religious 
status.  If this form is not completed then the 
school cannot judge the application against the 
religious criteria so the application is likely to be 
disadvantaged.

• complete a Supplementary Information Form for 
each Catholic school if applying for two or more 
Catholic schools, even if one of the schools is a 
second or third choice.  Each school has its own 
Supplementary Information Form.

• ensure the evidence asked for is submitted with 
the application.

• ensure the application forms and supporting
evidence are submitted by the closing date. 

If unsure about any aspect of the admissions process, parents should ask their home Authority and/or preferred school
for further advice.
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This day is for married couples who want to 
spend a day reflecting on their relationship.  
During the day couples are encouraged to think 
and share privately as couples how they handle 
change, communication, conflict and marital 
spirituality in their relationship. 
The day is not designed for couples experiencing 
serious difficulties in their marriage.  

(coffee from 9.30am) 

Venue: Corpus Christi Guildhall,  

 

Diocese of Portsmouth 
Department for Pastoral Formation 

 

 

Are you married? 
Try a one day 

Marriage Refresher 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

    
 

            

Saturday 8th May 2010 10.00am-4.00pm  
 

No charge – please bring food for a sharing table.  

 

St James Square, Boscombe, Bournemouth,  
  

BH5 2BX.  
 

 

To book a place on email estephenson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
  or  phone 01329 835583 

 
The Diocese is committed to involving people with disabilities in every aspect of the life of the Church. 

Registered Charity No. 246871 

Saturday 23rd October 2010 10.00am-4.00pm
(coffee from 9.30am)

No charge – please bring food for a sharing table.

Venue: Christ the King, 408 Northumberland
Avenue, Whitley, Reading, Berkshire. RG2 8NR

Starting School in September 2011
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We live in an age of rapid travel, whether
for work or holidays or family reasons.

Luke’s two-volume text includes many
journeys. In the second volume the apostles
travel round the Mediterranean proclaiming
the Good News. And the first volume tells of
Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem.

Luke 9:51 declares: ‘As the time drew near
for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus
resolutely took the road for Jerusalem.’ His
journey to death and resurrection can teach
us how to make our life’s journey, and the
Sunday gospels for August and September
show us important stages on the way.

When we go on a journey, the temptation is
to stuff our bags with as many things as
possible, just in case we need them later on.
We can be like the man in Jesus’ parable:
when his barns were full, he planned to
build bigger barns to store his goods, not
knowing that his time on earth was quickly
coming to its end. 

That is why Jesus tells us: ‘See that you are
dressed for action and have your lamps lit.’
We are to be like the Israelites waiting for
the exodus (as God tells Moses): ‘with a belt
around your waist, sandals on your feet, and
a staff in your hand.’ As a pilgrim church, we
are called to be ready to move onwards. If
today’s world is changing fast, we have to
move on, while maintaining to our faith in
God.

‘Through towns and villages Jesus went
teaching, making his way to Jerusalem.’
Jesus warns his hearers: ‘Try your best to
enter by the narrow door.’ Those who heard
God’s word long ago may drift away, to be
replaced by people from east and west,

north and south. It is said that in London
today, half the churchgoers were not born in
this country. Have we forgotten the Good
News of Jesus?

On a journey we look for a place to eat.
Luke’s Gospel tells of Jesus being invited to
eat with a leading Pharisee - evidently, not
all the Pharisees were bad. And Jesus speaks
of the value (in God’s eyes) of hospitality to
the poor and the sick. Such people may not
be able to make repayment on earth, but
any hospitality to them will be rewarded in
the life to come.

What holds us back from journeying with
Christ? Sometimes it can be our excessive
attachment to things. So Jesus offers a stark
challenge: ‘None of you can be my disciple
unless he gives up all his possessions.’ We are
called first to recognise that our material
goods are God’s gift. We are also asked to be
willing to share what we have, and even to
be willing to say goodbye to our possessions
in answer to God’s call.

As Jesus (Son of God) makes his return
journey to his heavenly Father, he tells of
another son making his journey back to his
father. The Prodigal Son had gone off to
make his fortune in the world, but had spent
all his money, got into difficulties, and
ended up working for a pig farmer. But now
he decides to return to his father, and
against all his expectations is welcomed
back with open arms. Our journey to our
heavenly Father may also involve a
homecoming, leaving behind the false paths
we have taken in the past.

On a journey we know that time is limited.
We are like servants whose stewardship will
shortly come to an end. During the time
that remains, we can still use our money to
win friends in heaven, by helping the poor
and the needy. Canny businessmen seize an
opportunity to gain a profit. Can we seize
the opportunity given to us?

Perhaps the most terrifying of Jesus’
parables is the story of the rich man and
Lazarus. The rich man could easily have
helped the poor beggar, but failed to do so.
Now Lazarus is in heaven, in company with
Abraham. The rich man wants to warn his
brothers to avoid this fate, but Abraham
refuses: ‘They will not be convinced even if
someone should rise from the dead.’ We
hope to share eternal life with Abraham.
Can we help Lazarus now?

Fr Jeremy Corley teaches Scripture at Ushaw College, Durham. 
On Luke’s Gospel see Peter Edmonds’ book Rediscover Jesus: www.kevinmayhew.com
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JOURNEYING WITH CHRIST
Fr Jeremy Corley introduces
the Sunday Gospels for August
and September



CHURCH IN FOCUS
With this issue we look at

Douai Abbey of the English Benedictine Congregation of Monks

The next issue of
PORTSMOUTH PEOPLE

will be distributed at the
end of September 2010



Douai Abbey
Upper Woolhampton

Reading
Berkshire RG7 5TQ

t: 011 9871 5300
www.douaiabbey.org.uk

When you have finished reading this magazine,
please pass it to a friend or dispose of it responsibly for re-cycling


